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Course description 
In this course, we examine the ways in which autocrats come to power, the strategies they pursue to 
maintain power, and the ways in which they fall from power. Given that we are based in Madrid and 
Berlin, we investigate these topics primarily in the context of the Franco regime in Spain, the Nazi 
dictatorship in Germany, and the Communist regime in East Germany. Note, however, that for two 
reasons, this course is not solely about the study of historical events. First, we are interested in 
understanding general arguments in the study of autocracies and evaluating how well these arguments 
elucidate these particular cases. Second, we also discuss the contemporary significance of the concepts 
associated with these cases. In other words, we are interested in thinking about how and to what extent 
history repeats itself. 
 
Requirements 
Final grades are a weighted average of the following components: 

 Attendance/participation (10%) 
Students are required to attend class and prepare for it by doing the assigned readings before class. Journal 
articles are available through Emory Library’s online resources. Book chapters will be made available by 
the instructor. 

 Group presentation (20%) 
In groups of two or three, students will have the opportunity to start one class with a presentation of an 
assigned research paper. (Papers to be presented will be allocated at the start of the course.) The presentation 
should provide an overview of the research question, the theory, and key features of the research design 
and the empirical evidence. Students also may discuss the persuasiveness of the paper. Students within a 
group should coordinate their talking points and plan to speak for approximately 20-30 minutes. 

 Take-home exam (30%)  
The exam covers the readings, lectures, and discussion for this course only. The exam will be distributed 
on Tuesday, June 19. It is due by 6:00 PM on Tuesday, June 26.  

 Final paper (40%)  
Students will write a paper on a topic of their choice, but cleared with the instructor. The paper is due via 
email on Tuesday, July 31.   
 
Courtesy in the Classroom 
Classroom courtesy is necessary to ensure that all students have the opportunity to learn without 
distractions. This requires no cell phones, talking during lectures (unless recognized by the instructors), 
reading newspapers, etc. during class.  If students must have cell phones on to receive emergency calls 
about family members, they should keep their phones on “vibrate.”   
 
Class discussions of political issues can often stimulate strong feelings and heated debate. Because this is 
a college classroom, all discussions need to be scholarly. Scholarly comments are:  

 Respectful of diverse opinions and open to follow up questions and/or disagreement. 
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 Related to the class and course material. Scholarly comments advance the discussion about issues 
related to the course and/or course material rather than personal beliefs. 

 Are delivered in normal tones and in a non-aggressive manner. 
  
Unacceptable behaviors in our classroom include: 

 Personal attacks. This includes attacks on a person’s appearance, demeanor, or political beliefs. 
 Interruptions of other students. Raise your hand and wait to be called on by the instructor. 
 Use of raised tones, yelling, engaging in arguments with other students, and physical aggression.  
 Ignoring of the instructor’s authority to protect the integrity of the classroom. When students are 

asked to discontinue a conversation that violates the guidelines that are outlined above, they are 
expected to stop. 

 
Accommodation for Students with Disabilities 
Emory University is committed under the Americans with Disabilities Act and its Amendments and 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act to providing appropriate accommodations to individuals with 
documented disabilities. If you have a disability-related need for reasonable academic adjustments in this 
course, provide the instructor(s) with an accommodation notification letter from Access, Disabilities 
Services and Resources office. Students are expected to give two weeks-notice of the need for 
accommodations. If you need immediate accommodations or physical access, please arrange to meet with 
instructor(s) as soon as your accommodations have been finalized. 
 
Late Exam Arrival/Missed Exam Policy 
Students will be allotted the entire class period for exams occurring during the semester.  Students are 
expected to be in class for the beginning of the exam. If students are late for an in-class exam, they will 
not receive any additional time beyond the end of the class period to complete the exam.  
 
Absences for exams will be excused for participation in formally sanctioned University events if the 
proper documentation is provided to the instructors prior to the event. Absences will also be excused for 
extraordinary events if they are accompanied by sufficient documentation within two calendar days of the 
absence or late arrival.  The instructor reserves the right to determine what constitutes an extraordinary 
circumstance.  
  
If the student has been excused for the absence, she/he will have five working days to make up a missed 
exam.  The instructor reserves the right to administer makeup exams of any format (multiple choice, short 
answer, essay), which may not necessarily correspond to the original exam’s format.  If a student misses 
an exam and does not have an excused absence, the student will receive a zero for the exam. 
 
Integrity of Scholarship 
The honor code is in effect throughout the semester.  By taking this course, you affirm that it is a violation 
of the code to cheat on exams, to plagiarize, to deviate from the teacher’s instructions about collaboration 
on work that is submitted for grades, to give false information to a faculty member, and to undertake any 
other form of academic misconduct.  You agree that the teacher is entitled to move you to another seat 
during examinations, without explanation.  You also affirm that if you witness others violating the code 
you have a duty to report them to the honor council. http://catalog.college.emory.edu/academic/policies-
regulations/honor-code.html 
 
Extra-Credit Work 
Under no circumstances is extra credit work provided in this course. 
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Incomplete Grades 
No incomplete grades will be given unless there is an agreement between the instructors and the student 
prior to the end of the course.  The instructor retains the right to determine legitimate reasons for an 
incomplete grade. 
 
Final Course Grades 
Final course letter grades will reflect the Department of Political Science’s grading standard, detailed 
below.  
 
A      Exceptional Performance 
Consistently outstanding work on all course-related tasks at a level that distinguishes the student from 
other members of the class.  A comprehensive and incisive command of the issues, literature, and 
substantive information relevant to the course.  A frequently demonstrated exceptional capacity for 
original, creative, critical and logical thinking.  The ability to master and integrate large amounts of 
factual material and abstract theories.  An outstanding ability to discuss effectively course subject matter 
using both written and oral communication skills. 
 
A-     Excellent Performance 
Consistently strong work on all course-related tasks.  A comprehensive command of the issues, literature, 
and substantive information relevant to the course.  A clearly demonstrated capacity for original, creative, 
critical and logical thinking.  Understands well and can integrate the relevant factual and theoretical 
material central to the course.  A strong ability to discuss effectively course subject matter using both 
written and oral communication skills.  
 
B+    Very Good Performance 
Consistently above average work on all course-related tasks.  A very good grasp of the issues, literature, 
and substantive information relevant to the course.  A generally demonstrated capacity for original, 
creative, critical, and logical thinking.  A very good command of factual and theoretical material, and 
some capacity to integrate the two.  A solid ability to discuss effectively course subject matter using both 
written and oral communication skills. 
 
B      Good Performance 
Good and generally consistent work on all course-related tasks.  A general understanding of the issues, 
literature, and substantive information relevant to the course.  Modest evidence of the capacity for 
original, creative, critical and logical thinking.  A good understanding of factual and theoretical material, 
but limited evidence of the capacity to integrate the two.  A basic ability to discuss effectively course 
subject matter using both written and oral communication skills.  
 
B-     Satisfactory Performance 
Satisfactory work on course-related tasks.  A reasonable understanding of the issues, literature, and 
substantive information relevant to the course.  An infrequently demonstrated capacity for original, 
creative, critical and logical thinking.  Understands at a basic level the facts and theories related to the 
course, but demonstrates weak integration skills.  A limited or inconsistent ability to discuss effectively 
course subject matter using both written and oral communication skills. 
 
C+/C/C-       Adequate Performance 
Adequate performance on course-related tasks.  An understanding of the basic elements of the issues, 
literature, and substantive information relevant to the course.  A rarely demonstrated capacity for original, 
creative, critical and logical thinking (C+). An inability to go beyond a recitation of basic factual material 
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related to the class (C).  Demonstrated weaknesses in the ability to discuss effectively course subject 
matter using both written and oral communication skills (C-). 
 
D/D+      Minimal Passing Performance     
Barely acceptable work on course-related tasks.  A generally superficial and often inconsistent familiarity 
with the issues, literature, and substantive information relevant to the course.  A failure to demonstrate the 
capacity for original, creative, critical and logical thinking related to course content (D+).  An uneven 
understanding of basic factual material related to the course; no evidence of fact/theory integration. 
Demonstrates significant gaps in the ability to discuss effectively course subject matter using both written 
and oral communication skills (D). 
 
F       Unacceptable Performance 
Fails to meet minimum course expectations.  Unable to understand even the most basic elements of the 
issues, literature, and substantive information relevant to the course.  Demonstrates an inability to engage 
in coherent written or oral discussion of course material.  Does not satisfy specific course expectations 
with respect to attendance, deadlines, participation, etc. 
 
 
 
Class schedule 
 
Fascism and communism (T, June 5) 
 
* Mann, Michael. 2004. “A Sociology of Fascist Movements” Chapter 1 (pp.1-29). In Fascists. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Riotta, Gianni. “I Know Fascists; Donald Trump is No Fascist.” The Atlantic (16 January 2016) 
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2016/01/donald-trump-fascist/424449/ 
 
Beauchamp, Zack. “An Expert on the European Far Right Explains the Growing Influence of Anti-
Immigrant Politics.” Vox (31 May 2016) https://www.vox.com/2016/5/31/11722994/european-far-right-
cas-mudde 
 
* Stokes, Gale. 1993. “Introduction” (pp.3-11) in The Walls Came Tumbling Down. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 
 
 
Breakdown of democracy (W, June 6) 
 
* Berman, Sheri. 1997. “Civil Society and the Collapse of the Weimar Republic.” World Politics 49 (3): 
401-429. 
 
Liu, Eric. “How Donald Trump is Reviving American Democracy.” The Atlantic (8 March 2017) 
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/03/how-donald-trump-is-reviving-our-
democracy/518928/ 
 
 
Voting for autocracy (R, June 7) 
 
* Spenkuch, Jörg and Philipp Tillmann. 2017. “Elite Influence? Religion and the Electoral Success of the 
Nazis.” American Journal of Political Science  62 (1): 19-36. 
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Taub, Amanda. “How Autocrats can Triumph in Democratic Countries.” New York Times (18 April 2017) 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/18/world/europe/how-autocrats-can-triumph-in-democratic-
countries.html 
 
 
Seizure of power (M, June 11) 
 
* Singh, Naunihal. 2014. “Theory” In Seizing Power: The Strategic Logic of Military Coups.  Baltimore: 
Johns Hopkins University Press. Chapter 2 (pp.15-40). 
 
* Payne, Stanley. 2000. “The Rebellion of the Eighteenth of July” In The Franco Regime 1936-1975.  
London: Phoenix Press. Chapter 6 (pp.87-106). 
 
 
Maintaining power: cooptation I (T, June 12)  
 
* Ferguson, Thomas and Hans-Joachim Voth. 2008. “Betting on Hitler – the Value of Political 
Connections in Nazi Germany.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 123 (1): 101-137. 
 
Tankersley, Jim. “Why the Stock Market Loves Donald Trump.” Vox (22 February 2017) 
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/2/20/14655732/trump-rally-economy-stocks-record-highs-
dow-markets 
 
 
Maintaining power: cooptation II (W, June 13) 
 
* Blum, Matthias and Alan De Bromhead. 2017. “Rise and Fall in the Third Reich: Social Mobility and 
Nazi Membership.” QUCEH Working Paper Series, No. 2017-04. 
 
 
Maintaining power: repression I (M, June 18) 
 
* Balcells, Laia. 2018. “Dynamics of Internal Resettlement during Civil War: Evidence from Catalonia 
(1936-39).” Journal of Peace Research 55 (2): 236-251.  
 
Encarnacion, Omar. “The Ghost of Franco Still Haunts Catalonia.” Foreign Policy (5 October 2017) 
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/10/05/the-ghost-of-franco-still-haunts-catalonia/ 
 
 
Maintaining power: repression II (T, June 19) 
 
* Voigtlander, Nico and Hans-Joachim Voth. 2012. “Persecution Perpetuated: The Medieval Origins of 
Anti-Semitic Violence in Nazi Germany.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 127 (3): 1339-1392. 
 
 
Trip to Barcelona (W, June 20 – F, June 22) 
 
 
Trip to Edinburgh (Su, June 24 – W, June 27) 
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Transitions to democracy (R, June 28) 
 
* Stokes, Gale. 1993. “The Gang of Four and their Nemesis” Chapter 2 (pp.59-65 only) in The Walls 
Came Tumbling Down. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
* Kuran, Timur. 1991. “Now Out of Never: The Element of Surprise in the East European Revolution of 
1989.” World Politics 44 (1): 7-48. 
 
Szulc, Tad. “Franco then the Army?” The New Republic (1 November 1975) 
https://newrepublic.com/article/92234/franco-spain-civil-war-madrid 
 
 
Dealing with the past (M, July 2) 
 
* Aguilar, Paloma, Laia Balcells, and Héctor Cebolla-Boado. 2011. “Determinants of Attitudes toward 
Transitional Justice: An Empirical Analysis of the Spanish Case.” Comparative Political Studies 44 (10): 
1397-1430. 
 
Adhikari, Aditya. “Memory and History.” Political Animal https://politicalanimalmagazine.com/memory-
and-history/ 
 
Astor, Maggie. “Holocaust is Fading from Memory, Survey Finds.” New York Times (12 April 2018) 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/12/us/holocaust-education.html 
 
 
The legacy of dictatorship and war (W, July 4) 
 
* Fontana, Nicola, Tommaso Nannicini, and Guido Tabellini. 2017. “Historical 
Roots of Political Extremism: The Effects of Nazi Occupation of Italy.” CESifo Working Paper, 
No. 6838. 
 
 


