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Jennifer Gandhi 

jgandh2@emory.edu 

404-727-1935 

336 Tarbutton 

Office hours: Tuesday 2-4 PM or by appointment 

 

  

 

 

POLS 120: Introduction to Comparative Politics 

Fall 2011 
 

 

 

Description 
 

This course is an introduction to important concepts, themes, and approaches in the comparative study of 

politics.  The course is organized thematically and is designed to achieve two goals: first, to provide an 

understanding of the world we live in by examining how various societies are politically organized and 

second, to build theories about the different types of political organization (both causes and effects) which 

can then be evaluated against evidence. As such, students should expect not only to learn about concepts 

and examples, but also to develop the necessary skills to ask questions about events in the world that are 

puzzling and to evaluate possible answers to those questions. 

 

 

Requirements  

 

1) Readings 

Students are expected to read the assigned readings before class and may want to reread the material after 

it was discussed in class. The dates in the syllabus provide an approximate guide for the schedule of 

topics. Books for purchase include:  

 

O’Neil, Patrick. 2010. Essentials of Comparative Politics (3
rd

 edition). New York: W.W. Norton & 

Company. 

 

O’Neil, Patrick and Ronald Rogowski. 2010. Essential Readings in Comparative Politics (3
rd

 edition). 

New York: W.W. Norton & Company. [Referred to as Essential Readings in syllabus] 

 

All other reading materials are available online through Emory’s Reserves Direct. [Indicated in syllabus 

by *]  

 

Students are strongly encouraged to keep current with events around the world through radio, print, or 

online resources such as National Public Radio, The New York Times, The Herald Tribune, and The 

Economist.  

 

2) Class participation (10%) 

Attendance is required. Any student with three or more absences automatically receives a zero for class 

participation.  

 

Even though this is a large class mostly based on lecture, students are expected to participate vigorously 

when given the opportunity. They can do so in several ways: by answering questions, by participating in 
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class discussion, and by contributing to group activities. If for whatever reason students are not able to do 

participate in class, they should not expect to receive full credit in this area.  

 

3) Quizzes (15%) 

Periodic quizzes will be given about the readings assigned for the day’s class. Students who understand 

the main points of the readings will do well on the quizzes. 

 

4) Midterm exam (35%)  

In-class exam on Tuesday, October 18 

 

5) Final exam (40%) 

In-class exam on Wednesday, December 14 (4:30-7:00 PM) 

 

 

Late exam arrival/Missed exam  

 
Students are expected to be in class at the beginning of in-class exams and quizzes. If students are late, 

they will not receive additional time to complete the exams or quizzes. 

 

Absences for exams will be excused for participation in formally sanctioned University events if the 

proper documentation is provided to the instructor prior to the event. Absences will also be excused for 

extraordinary events if they are accompanied by sufficient documentation (e.g., Health Services Excuse 

Forms) within two calendar days of the absence. The instructor reserves the right to determine what 

constitutes an extraordinary circumstance. 

 

If the student has been excused for the absence, he/she will have five working days to make up a missed 

exam. The instructor reserves the right to administer makeup exams of any format which may not 

necessarily correspond to the original exam’s format.  

 

If a student misses an exam and does not have an excused absence, the student will receive a zero for the 

exam. 

 

 

Extra credit  

 

No extra credit work is available in the course.  

 

 

Academic integrity 

 

Students are expected to follow the Honor Code guidelines established by Emory College 

(http://www.college.emory.edu/current/standards/honor_code.html). 

 

 

Students with disabilities 
 

Students requiring any type of academic accommodation should consult with the Office of Disability 

Services (http://www.ods.emory.edu/ or 404-727-6016) and discuss the issue with the instructor within 

the first week of class. Accommodations will be made only through ODS. 
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Grading Scale 
 

The following descriptions have been adopted by the Political Science Department and will be adhered to 

in this course. 

 

A  Exceptional Performance. 

Consistently outstanding work on all course-related tasks at a level that distinguishes the student from 

other members of the class.  A comprehensive and incisive command of the issues, literature, and 

substantive information relevant to the course.  A frequently demonstrated exceptional capacity for 

original, creative, critical and logical thinking.  The ability to master and integrate large amounts of 

factual material and abstract theories.  An outstanding ability to discuss effectively course subject matter 

using both written and oral communication skills.  

 

A-   Excellent Performance. 

Consistently strong work on all course-related tasks.  A comprehensive command of the issues, literature, 

and substantive information relevant to the course.  A clearly demonstrated capacity for original, creative, 

critical and logical thinking.  Understands well and can integrate the relevant factual and theoretical 

material central to the course.  A strong ability to discuss effectively course subject matter using both 

written and oral communication skills.   

 

B+  Very Good Performance. 

 Consistently above average work on all course-related tasks.  A very good grasp of the issues, literature, 

and substantive information relevant to the course.  A generally demonstrated capacity for original, 

creative, critical, and logical thinking.  A very good command of factual and theoretical material, and 

some capacity to integrate the two.  A solid ability to discuss effectively course subject matter using both 

written and oral communication skills. 

 

B  Good Performance. 

 Good and generally consistent work on all course-related tasks.  A general understanding of the issues, 

literature, and substantive information relevant to the course.  Modest evidence of the capacity for 

original, creative, critical and logical thinking.  A good understanding of  factual and theoretical material, 

but limited evidence of the capacity to integrate the two.  A basic ability to discuss effectively course 

subject matter using both written and oral communication skills.   

 

B-  Satisfactory Performance 

 Satisfactory work on course-related tasks.  A reasonable understanding of the issues, literature, and 

substantive information relevant to the course.  An infrequently demonstrated capacity for original, 

creative, critical and logical thinking.  Understands at a basic level the facts and theories related to the 

course, but demonstrates weak integration skills.  A limited or inconsistent ability to discuss effectively 

course subject matter using both written and oral communication skills. 

 

C+/C/C- Adequate Performance 

 Adequate performance on course-related tasks.  An understanding of the basic elements of the issues, 

literature, and substantive information relevant to the course.  A rarely demonstrated capacity for original, 

creative, critical and logical thinking.  An inability to go beyond a recitation of basic factual material 

related to the class.  Demonstrated weaknesses in the ability to discuss effectively course subject matter 

using both written and oral communication skills. 

 

D/D+  Minimal Passing Performance. 

 Barely acceptable work on course-related tasks.  A generally superficial and often inconsistent familiarity 

with the issues, literature, and substantive information relevant to the course.  A failure to demonstrate the 
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capacity for original, creative, critical and logical thinking related to course content.  An uneven 

understanding of basic factual material related to the course; no evidence of fact/theory integration.    

Demonstrates significant gaps in the ability to discuss effectively course subject matter using both written 

and oral communication skills. 

 

F  Unacceptable Performance 

Fails to meet minimum course expectations.  Unable to understand even the most basic elements of the 

issues, literature, and substantive information relevant to the course.  Demonstrates an inability to engage 

in coherent written or oral discussion of course material.  Does not satisfy specific course expectations 

with respect to attendance, deadlines, participation, etc. 
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Introduction  
What is comparative politics? Why do we compare? How do we compare? Overview of the course.  

 

R, Aug. 25 Lichbach, Mark and Alan Zuckerman. “Research Traditions and Theory in Comparative 

Politics.” In Essential Readings (pp.3-7) 

 

T, Aug. 30 O’Neil, Patrick. Essentials of Comparative Politics  Part of Chapter 1 (pp.1-13) 

 

King, Gary et al. “The Science in Social Science.” In Essential Readings (pp.14-19) 

 

 

R, Sept. 1  Class cancelled for APSA 

 

 

The State and the nation  
What do states do? Monopolist of violence. Sovereignty. How did states emerge? Difference between 

states and nations. Challenges to the state?  

 

T, Sept. 6 O’Neil, Patrick. Essentials of Comparative Politics  All of Chapter 2 (pp.21-45) 

 

Weber, Max. “Politics as a Vocation.” In Essential Readings (pp.22-28) 

 

R, Sept. 8 Herbst, Jeffrey. “War and the State in Africa.” In Essential Readings (pp.28-40)  

 

T, Sept. 13 O’Neil, Patrick. Essentials of Comparative Politics  Part of Chapter 3 (pp.47-57) 

 

Fearon, James and David Laitin. “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War.” In Essential 

Readings (pp.77-83) 

 

 

The State and the economy  
How do economies emerge? What is the role of the state in the economy? Different ways of organizing 

the state and the economy. What are institutions? What do institutions more generally influence the 

economy?  

 

R, Sept. 15 Smith, Adam. “An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations.” In 

Essential Readings (pp.105-111) 

 

O’Neil, Patrick. Essentials of Comparative Politics  Part of Chapter 4 (pp.77-96) 

 

T, Sept. 20 O’Neil, Patrick. Essentials of Comparative Politics  Part of Chapter 4 (pp.96-107) 

 

North, Douglass. “Institutions.” In Essential Readings (pp.116-126) 

 

Acemoglu, Daron. “Root Causes.” In Essential Readings (pp.128-132) 
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Political regimes and the emergence of democracy  

What is democracy? What explains its emergence? Does it require wealth? Are there cultural 

prerequisites? Are some cultures incompatible with democracy? Correlation versus causation. What is an 

explanation? How to evaluate competing explanations? 

 

R, Sept. 22 O’Neil, Patrick. Essentials of Comparative Politics. Part of Chapter 5 (pp.109-118)  

 

Schmitter, Philippe and Terry Lynn Karl. “What Democracy Is… and Is Not.” In 

Essential Readings (pp.151-159) 

 

T, Sept. 27 Lipset, Seymour Martin. “Economic Development and Democracy.” In Essential 

Readings (pp.268-278)  

 

* Tierney, John. “Rebuilding Iraq Is… Nothing A Few Middle-Class Guys Couldn’t 

Solve.” The New York Times Magazine (December 21, 2003) 

 

R, Sept. 29 Putnam, Robert. “Tuning In, Tuning Out.” In Essential Readings (pp.170-191)  

 

 

Democratic institutions  
Executive-legislative relations. Is presidentialism bad for democracy? Role of the judiciary. Why do no 

democracies exist without political parties? Purpose of political parties: problem of collective action. 

Party families. What determines which parties emerge? Social cleavages and electoral rules. 

Consequences for party systems and representation.  

 

T, Oct. 4 O’Neil, Patrick. Essentials of Comparative Politics  Part of Chapter 5 (pp.118-128) 

 

R, Oct. 6 * Gallagher, Michael, Michael Laver, and Peter Mair. 2006. Representative Government 

in Modern Europe (4
th
 edition). New York: McGraw Hill. Part of Chapter 2 (pp.25-55)  

 

Simulation of government formation under parliamentarism 

 

T, Oct. 11  Fall break – no class 

 

R, Oct. 13  Midterm review 

 

T, Oct. 18  Midterm 
 

R, Oct. 20   * Linz, Juan.  2003. “The Perils of Presidentialism.” In The Democracy Sourcebook, 

edited by Robert Dahl, Ian Shapiro, and José Antonio Cheibub. Cambridge: MIT Press. 

(pp.51-69) 

 

T, Oct. 25 O’Neil, Patrick. Essentials of Comparative Politics  Part of Chapter 5 (pp.128-137) 

 

R, Oct. 27 Duverger, Maurice. “The Number of Parties.” In Essential Readings (pp.282-286)  

 

Iversen, Torben and David Soskice. “Electoral Institutions and the Politics of Coalitions.” 

In Essential Readings (pp.287-294)  
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Non-democratic regimes  
How are non-democracies organized? How do dictators rule? Common and distinct features. 

Totalitarianism and communism as distinct cases. Illiberal regimes: Political parties and elections in non-

democratic regimes? Sources of non-democratic rule. Do natural resources always lead to 

authoritarianism? Why do coups happen? 

 

T, Nov. 1 O’Neil, Patrick. Essentials of Comparative Politics  Part of Chapter 6 (pp.141-145)  

 

Linz, Juan and Alfred Stepan. “Modern Nondemocratic Regimes.” In Essential Readings 

(pp.206-218)  

   

R, Nov. 3  O’Neil, Patrick. Essentials of Comparative Politics  Part of Chapter 8 (pp.197-214) 

 

T, Nov. 8 O’Neil, Patrick. Essentials of Comparative Politics  Part of Chapter 6 (pp.151-166) 

 

* Diamond, Larry. 2006. “Thinking About Hybrid Regimes.” In Essential Readings in 

Comparative Politics (2
nd

 edition). NY: W.W. Norton & Company.  (pp.181-192)  

 

R, Nov. 10 O’Neil, Patrick. Essentials of Comparative Politics  Part of Chapter 6 (pp.145-151) 

 

Weinthal, Erika and Pauline Jones Luong. “Combating the Resource Curse.” In Essential 

Readings (pp.241-252) 

 

T, Nov. 15 * Reading on coups TBA 

 

 

Political violence 
What distinguishes coups from revolutions from terrorism? What factors influence the emergence of 

contentious politics? How do groups overcome collective action problems? How do institutions affect 

political behavior? Evaluating explanations. 

 

R, Nov. 17 O’Neil, Patrick. Essentials of Comparative Politics  Part of Chapter 10 (pp.261-281) 

 

T, Nov. 22 Skocpol, Theda. “France, Russia, China.” In Essential Readings (pp.442-457) 

 

  Crenshaw, Martha. “The Causes of Terrorism.” In Essential Readings (pp.460-473) 

 

 

R, Nov. 24  Thanksgiving – no class 

 

 

Globalization  
What is globalization? What are the effects of globalization on global equality? Why have some parts of 

the world grown so slowly? Do political factors matter?  

 

T, Nov. 29  O’Neil, Patrick. Essentials of Comparative Politics  All of Chapter 11 (pp.291-316) 

 

Milanovic, Branko. “Population-Weighted Inequality between Nations.” In Essential 

Readings (pp.403-410) 

 

R, Dec. 1 Florida, Richard. “The World is Spiky.” In Essential Readings (pp.516-521) 
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Collier, Paul and Jan Willem Gunning. “Why Has Africa Grown Slowly?” In Essential 

Readings (pp.411-426) 

 

T, Dec. 6   Overview 

 

W, Dec. 14 Final exam (4:30-7:00 PM) 

 

 

 

 

 


